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UM ANTHROPOLOGISTS SEEK CULTURAL HISTORY OF PLAINS INDIANS 
by 
Judy Hensel 
UM Information Services 
hensel/gf 
11/10/77 
statC' + c~ 
He wasn't the chief of the tribe; he wasn't even a warrior anymore. Yet he was 
one of the most revered Sioux. He was the historian--the Keeper of the Winter Count . 
Every winter he and other tribal elders chose a sign to represent the major event 
of the past year. One year it was a rifle--a new trade item brought in by the 
whites--another year, a star to record the comet that lit the sky. The Keeper painted 
the symbol on a buffalo robe, which was etched with figures from years past. And as 
he worked, he repeated the tribe's history to his son. One day the youngster would 
become the Keeper. 
So it was that the Sioux and many other tribes of the Northern Plains recorded 
the events of their lives. Their pictorial histories--many of which are still 
preserved--not only are beautiful but are giving two University of Montana professors 
insight into the cultural history of the Indians of the Northern Plains. 
Anthropologists Katherine Weist and Susan Sharrock are studying the histories of 
the Northern Plains tribes--the Assiniboine, Flathead, Crow, Arapahoe, Blackfeet, Cree, 
Gros Ventre, Cheyenne and hundreds of others--to discover how the tribes related to 
each other. The tribes hunted, traded and fought in the wide-open grasslands that 
stretch from the Saskatchewan River in Canada, south to the Platte River and from the 
Missouri River, west to the Rocky Mountains. The area encompasses Montana, North and 
South Dakota, Wyoming and parts of Nebraska, Idaho, Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Few cultural studies have recorded a history of traditions, alliances, trading, 
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movement and warfare of the tribes that lived in the area. And other studies have 
focused on Indian life either in Canada or in the United States. In fact, until a 
UM cartography class drew a map, the anthropologists could not find a diagram that 
included both the Canadian and American sections of the area. 
Sharrock and Weist want to know how movement and interaction between tribes 
influenced traditions and lives. And, how did intervention of a totally alien 
civilization--the Whites'--affect the Plains Indian? 
The anthropologists also plan to "use other people's eyes," Sharrock said, to 
discern the Indians' cultural histories. She and Weist are scrutinizing diaries and 
journals written by white settlers, Indian agents and post traders and have found 
records from as early as 1690. And there are more records than might be imagined. 
"Many people don't realize that there were many white people in the area before Lewis 
and Clark," Sharrock said. 
Some accounts, however must be taken with the proverbial grain. Indian agent 
Chardon hated his charges: the Mandans. Therefore the researchers must carefully 
comb through his journals and at times use only his numerical counts and other statistics . 
A misconception the anthropologists hope to debunk is that each tribe was a 
closed community, a nation completely isolated from outside groups. We're not looking 
at one specific tribe," Weist said, "but at the interaction between many and between 
Indians and Whites. This has seldom been done before." 
In all the association between tribes, cultures must have mixed and changed. But 
how? And to what extent? No one knows the answers, but perhaps by using the amazing 
winter counts and our ancesters' eyes, we will learn what it meant to be an Indian of 
the great Northern Plains. 
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TEN -t GAII'IES • HNAL k97i UNIVERSl"TY or MONTANA i"OOrHALC NOV. 14, l':J ll ----
RECORD: 4-6 
SCORES: UM 13, U~LV 15 UM 40, PSU 25 UM 17, BSU 43 UM 17, ISU 15 UM 34, UNC 13 
UM 24, NAU 25 UM 23, wsu 31 UM 20, Idaho 31 UM 19, MSU 24 UM 18, UPS 17 
TEA~! STATISTICS UM OPP RECEIVING No Yds Avg TD Long 
First Do\mS 198 172 Kelly 42 539 12.8 3 39 
Rush 115 84 Green 22 329 14.9 6 61 
Pass 69 72 Ogden 19 274 14.4 1 44 
Penalty 14 ~6 Bu11erdick 12 137 11.4 0 32 
Rush Plays 542 451 Kleckner 11 131 11.9 0 26 
Rush Yds Gained 2402 2035 Bitar 10 40 4.0 0 13 
Rush Yds Lost 255 255 Brant 2 24 12.0 0 16 
NET RUSH 2147 1780 Egbert 1 10 10.0 0 10 
Pass Attempts 258 257 Gelakoska l 6 6.0 0 6 
Pass Completions 121 112 Fritz l 16 16.0 0 16 
Had Intercepted 28 24 
NET YARDS PASS 1506 1611 INTERCEPTIONS No Yds Avg Long 
TOTAL OFFENSE 800/3653 709/3391 Cerkovnik 5 42 8.4 21 
G ..\~-!E AVERAGE 365.3 339.0 K. Johnson 6 173 28.8 90 
Punts/Yds/Blkd 44/1597 46/1781 Dunn 4 0 0 0 
Punt Average 36.3 38.7 J. Carlson 2 5 2.5 0 
Fumbles/Lost 24/14 35/21 M. Johnson 3 51 17.0 27 
Penalties/Yds 83/811 64/681 Clausen 3 6 2.0 4 
Touchdowns 28 31 Carteri l 21 21.0 21 
Rush 16 14 
Pass 10 17 TOTAL OFFENSE Plal:s Pass Rush Total 
Other 2 0 Kerr 190 1097 -52 1045 
PAT Kick 20/23 23/28 Bu11erdick 217 8 1022 1030 
PAT Run-Pass 2/5 2/3 
Field Goals 11/22 8/14 PUNT RETURNS No Yds Avg TD Long 
Safety 0 1 Dunn 11 35 3.2 0 6 
Total Points 225 239 Ferda 4 17 4.3 0 8 
Game Scoring Average 22.5 23.9 Becker 1 0 0 0 0 
K. Johnson 1 4 4.0 0 4 
SCORING BY QUARTER 1 2 3 4 T 
UM 48 46 57 74 225 KICKOFF RETURNS No Yds Avg TO Long 
OPP 42 63 58 76 239 Dunn 20 507 25.4 0 58 
Brant 10 236 23.6 0 49 
SCORING TO R p 0 PAT FG PTS Bitar 3 49 16.3 0 29 
13. Carlson 0 0 0 0 20/20 11/21 53 Ferda 1 21 21.0 0 21 
Creen 6 0 6 0 0 0 36 Bell 1 20 20.0 0 20 
Bullerdick 4 4 0 0 2 0 28 Bullerdick l 19 19.0 0 19 
Bitar 3 3 0 0 0 0 18 Fritz l 7 7.0 0 7 
Kleckner 3 3 0 0 0 0 18 Egbert l 6 6.0 0 6 
Kerr 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 Kleckner l 0 0.0 0 0 
Klever 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 Falcon 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Kelly 3 0 3 0 0 0 18 
K. Johnson l 0 0 l 0 0 6 RUSHING TC YG YL Net Avg Long 
Fritz 1 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Egbert 2 l 0 1 0 0 12 Bul1erdick 214 lOSS 33 1022 4.8 49 
Ogden l 0 l 0 0 0 6 Kleckner 82 426 11 415 5.1 34 
.J. Carlson 0 0 0 0 0/l 0/1 0 Bitar 89 368 16 352 3.9 22 
Klever 39 202 45 157 4.0 49 
l'li~T f:''i·L~ No. Yds Avg Long Egbert 39 125 8 Jl7 3.0 10 
n .- c~-~--~ Sllll ~3 1205 36.5 52 Roban 14 57 38 19 1.4 13 
l; I'L'L'll 11 401 36.5 47 Ogden 2 22 0 22 ll. 0 19 
Kelly 3 13 l 12 4.0 6 
r\SS-lNG PC/PA)PI Yds Pet TO Long Gelakoska 1 10 0 10 10.0 10 
Kerr 'd2/ 160/14 1097 .513 9 61 Bell 8 24 0 24 3.0 6 
Klever 26/68/10 315 .382 0 44 Kerr 30 49 101 -52 -1.7 5 
Roban 12/27/3 86 .444 0 15 Fritz l 2 0 2 1.0 1 
Ru11erdick 1/3/l 8 .333 l 8 Longley 2 6 0 6 3.0 3 
